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August, 2025 

 

Regulation for submission of contributions 

 

1. Aim and Scope 

This regulation establishes the standards for submitting manuscripts to the Brazilian 

Journal of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering. 

 

Scope of the Journal 

Manuscripts must address topics directly related to sanitary and environmental 

engineering. The journal considers contributions in the following areas of interest: 

• Development of environmental technologies (water, wastewater, solid waste, 

sludge, and air) 

• Management of solid, liquid, and gaseous wastes, including sludge 

• Resource recovery (water, sludge, nutrients, energy, carboxylic acids, etc.)  

• Environmental Modelling and Assessment (water, soil, and air) 

• Soil remediation 

• Design, modeling, and optimization of environmental systems (water, 

wastewater, solid waste, sludge, air, and soil) 

• Rational use of water and energy 

• Rural sanitation 

• Public health and environmental microbiology 

• Environmental analysis and assessment (environmental impact assessment, risk 

analysis, life cycle assessment, material flow analysis, etc.) 

• Social, economic, and political aspects of environmental and sanitation 

management 

 

Exclusions 

The Brazilian Journal of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering will not consider 

manuscripts whose primary focus lies in the following areas: 

• Simulation or modeling restricted to mathematical subjects 
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• Chemistry-oriented reactions or processes without clear environmental 

engineering applications 

• Materials synthesis without direct connection to sanitary and environmental 

engineering 

• Waste reuse exclusively related to soil science 

• Renewable energy applications without a close link to sanitary and 

environmental engineering 

• Species monitoring studies 

• Any other contribution without a clear and demonstrable relation to sanitary and 

environmental engineering 

 

2. Language 

All submissions must be written in English. Manuscripts submitted in any other language 

will not be considered for review and will be automatically rejected. 

 

3. Forms of Contribution 

The following types of contributions are accepted: 

• Technical-Scientific Note (Short Communication) 

• Scientific Paper 

• Literature Review 

 

3.1. Technical-Scientific Note (Short Communication) 

A Technical-Scientific Note is a brief and urgent communication or the publication of 

preliminary data requiring rapid dissemination in sanitary and environmental 

engineering. It may also include other pertinent summary approaches, at the Editors’ 

discretion. 

 

3.2. Scientific Paper 

A Scientific Paper is a complete and original work, fully documented, interpreted, and 

discussed, and must adhere to the current scope of the Sanitary and Environmental 

Engineering Journal. Manuscripts consisting primarily of raw data, technical reports, or 
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preliminary results, without well-defined hypotheses or adequate scientific depth, will 

be rejected immediately by the Editors. 

 

3.3. Literature Review 

A Literature Review is a paper that presents the state of the art on a relevant and 

innovative topic within the journal’s scope. The review must adopt a sufficiently critical 

approach and be capable of identifying scientific advances, knowledge gaps, and 

challenges in light of national and international literature. Systematic reviews and meta-

analyses are included in this category. 

 

3.4. Restrictions 

Reports, translations, or papers already published or under consideration for publication 

elsewhere, as well as manuscripts involving the commercial promotion of a specific 

brand, product, or company, will not be accepted. 

 

4. Submission Process 

4.1. Manuscript submission is carried out exclusively through the SciELO ScholarOne 

system, available at: https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/esa-scielo. Submissions sent 

by any other means will not be accepted. 

4.2. Upon submission, the corresponding author will receive a confirmation e-mail, 

including an identification code for the manuscript. 

4.3. Authors may track the entire evaluation process directly through the SciELO 

ScholarOne system. 

4.4. Any additional questions should be addressed by e-mail to esa@abes-dn.org.br, 

always including the reference number of the submitted manuscript. 

 

5. Formatting Requirements 

5.1. Manuscripts must be prepared in “.doc” or “.docx” format, open for editing, using 

Microsoft Word with the line numbering feature enabled (File → Page Setup → Layout 

→ Line Numbers → Continuous). 

https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/esa-scielo
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5.2. Manuscripts must be submitted exclusively in “.doc” or “.docx” format through the 

SciELO ScholarOne system. Submissions in any other file format, including compressed 

files, will be automatically blocked. 

5.3. After the evaluation process, manuscripts accepted for publication may be 

corrected before submission of the final version for layout. 

5.4. Figures, graphs, and illustrations may be included, provided that the total file size 

does not exceed 10 MB. 

5.5. The maximum length of the full text (including references) is: 

• Scientific Paper: 20 pages 

• Literature Review: 30 pages 

• Technical-Scientific Note (Short Communication): 10 pages 

Formatting must follow the specifications described in the subsequent items. 

 

5.6. All contributions must follow the sequence below: 

• Title (up to 200 characters) – must be included in the body of the text (not as a 

header). 

• Abstract (100 to 250 words) – must be included in the body of the text. 

• Keywords – must be included in the body of the text. 

• Running Title (up to 60 characters) – to be used in the header. 

• Main Text – presented in a single column. 

• References. 

Notes: 

1. Any Acknowledgements must be included only in the final version of the 

manuscript approved for publication. 

2. The authors’ names, brief curricula, and professional mailing addresses must be 

provided exclusively in the SciELO ScholarOne system at the time of registration. 

Inclusion of this information in the body of the text will result in the manuscript 

being returned to the authors, delaying the evaluation/publication process. 

3. Manuscripts that do not comply with the formatting requirements (e.g., 

structure, maximum number of pages) will be returned to the authors, which 

may also delay the evaluation/publication process. 
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5.7. Manuscripts must be formatted according to the following specifications: 

• Page size: A4 

• Margins: 3 cm (left and top) and 2 cm (bottom and right) 

• Line spacing: 1.5, with no additional spacing before or after lines 

• Title font and size: Times New Roman, size 16 

• Text font and size (all other elements): Times New Roman, size 12 

• Page numbering: Arabic numerals, positioned in the upper right corner 

 

5.8. Manuscripts submitted as Scientific Papers must follow the structure below: 

• Introduction: must clearly describe the current state of knowledge, identify 

existing gaps, and conclude with a clear statement of the study’s objective.  

• Methodology: must be presented in sufficient detail to allow comprehensive 

understanding and reproducibility of the study. Subdivision into sections is 

recommended to improve the organization of materials and methods. 

• Results and Discussion: must present the main results in a clear and direct 

manner, accompanied by critical discussion supported by relevant scientific 

literature. 

• Conclusions: must respond concisely and objectively to the stated objective, 

avoiding repetition of data already presented and discussed. 

• References: should prioritize recent sources (preferably published within the last 

five years) that are accessible to readers. Publications in conference proceedings, 

books, and similar sources should be avoided, while references to papers 

published in indexed journals should be prioritized. 

 

5.9. Manuscripts must be written in an impersonal style, avoiding the use of first-person 

singular or plural. The writing style should remain objective, concise, and consistent with 

scientific standards. 

5.10. Excessive subdivision of the text should be avoided. A maximum of three levels of 

headings is permitted, all numbered with Arabic numerals. 

5.11. Manuscripts must undergo careful spelling and grammar revision prior to 

submission. 

5.12. Italics and bold type may be used within the manuscript when appropriate. 
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6. Figures and illustrations 

6.1. Figures and illustrations must be inserted directly into the manuscript file (“.doc” or 

“.docx”), without surrounding borders, in a format that allows editing in MS Word for 

Windows. 

6.2. Texts and captions within figures must be sized appropriately, avoiding excessively 

small or disproportionately large characters in relation to the figure. 

6.3. Figures must be placed in the appropriate location within the text and must include 

a title. 

6.4. The inclusion of photographs is generally discouraged; however, if deemed essential 

to clarify relevant aspects of the manuscript, they must be inserted at a minimum 

resolution of 500 dpi, and ideally 1000 dpi. Authors are responsible for ensuring the 

quality of all submitted images. 

6.5. All graphs, drawings, figures, and photographs must be labeled as “Figure”, 

numbered sequentially in Arabic numerals, and explicitly referenced in the text. 

6.6. The figure number and title must be centered immediately below the figure. Titles 

must be clear, concise, and self-explanatory. 

6.7. Below the figure title, the source must be indicated (mandatory, even if it is the 

authors’ own work), along with captions, notes, or any other information necessary for 

proper understanding. 

6.8. Since the journal is printed in single color, the use of color for differentiating 

variables in graphs, diagrams, or illustrations is not permitted. 

 

7. Tables 

7.1. Tables must be clear, objective, and presented without grid lines. Units 

corresponding to all terms and variables must be clearly identified. 

7.2. Tables must be labeled as “Table”, numbered sequentially in Arabic numerals, and 

explicitly mentioned and discussed in the text. 

7.3. Each table must include both a number and a title. The number and title must be 

centered immediately above the table. Titles must be clear, concise, and self-

explanatory. 

7.4. Tables must not exceed the dimensions of a single A4 page. 
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7.5. Whenever possible, tables should be placed in the appropriate locations within the 

text, at the authors’ discretion. 

7.6. Since the journal is printed in single color, the use of colors for differentiating 

variables in tables is not permitted. 

 

8. Equations 

8.1. Equations must be clear, legible, and written in the same font as the body text, 

without the use of italics or bold. 

8.2. Equations and formulas must be labeled as “Equation”, numbered sequentially in 

Arabic numerals. The numbering must appear in parentheses, aligned to the right of the 

equation. All equations must be explicitly referenced in the text. 

8.3. All symbols used must be defined immediately after the equation (if not previously 

defined), including their corresponding units or dimensions. 

 

9. Units 

9.1. All units mentioned in the text, tables, charts, and figures must be expressed in 

accordance with the International System of Units (SI). 

9.2. The use of the fraction bar in the expression of units must be avoided. For example, 

instead of mg/L or m³/s, the following forms must be used: mg∙L-1 and m3∙s-1. 

 

10. References 

 

10.1. In-text citations 

• 10.1.1. When citing more than one work, references must appear in alphabetical 

order. 

• 10.1.2. Papers with more than three authors must be cited by the first author’s 

surname followed by et al. (in italics, followed by a period). 

• 10.1.3. When there is more than one publication by the same author in the same 

year, the year must be followed by the letters a, b, c..., in alphabetical order. 

 

Examples: 
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• Studies carried out by Silva (1994a, 1994b) and by Machado et al. (1995a) 

revealed… 

• Recent studies (SOUZA, 1993; SILVA, WILSON and OLIVEIRA, 1994; MACHADO et 

al., 1995b) revealed… 

 

10.2. Reference list (end of manuscript) 

• 10.2.1. References must be listed in alphabetical order according to the first 

author’s surname. 

• 10.2.2. All authors must be cited (regardless of the total number) by surname, 

followed by initials of their given names, separated by semicolons. 

Example: SMITH, P.J.; WATSON, L.R.M.; GREEN, C.M. 

• 10.2.3. The title of the journal must appear in italics. The volume, issue, and page 

numbers must be preceded by their identifying letters (“v.”, “n.”, “p.”), followed 

by a period. Quotation marks must not be used around article titles. 

Example: JEWELL, W.J.; NELSON, Y.M.; WILSON, M.S. Methanotrophic bacteria 

for nutrient removal from wastewater: attached film systems. Water 

Environment Research, v. 64, n. 6, 1992, p. 756–765. 

• 10.2.5. Book references must present the title in italics, followed by edition, 

location, publisher, number of pages, and year of publication. 

• 10.2.6. For book chapters and conference proceedings, the main work (book title 

or conference name) must appear in italics and be preceded by the expression 

“In:”. 

 

Conference Proceedings 

CAIXINHAS, R.D. Environmental impact assessment of hydro-agricultural 

projects. In: Luso-Brazilian Symposium on Sanitary and Environmental 

Engineering, Proceedings… Lisbon: APRH, 1992. p. 203–211. 

 

Book Chapters 

Example: KUKOR, J.J.; OLSEN, R.H.; IVES, K. Diversity of toluene degradation 

following exposure to BTEX in situ. In: KAMELY, D.; CHAKABARTY, A.; OLSEN, R.H. 
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(Eds.). Biotechnology and Biodegradation. The Woodlands: Portfolio Publishing 

Company, 1989. p. 405–421. 

 

11. Editorial Evaluation Process 

11.1. The Associate Editors may, upon prior analysis, summarily reject any submitted 

manuscript if it does not demonstrate sufficient contribution, originality, alignment with 

the journal’s scope and classification, detection of plagiarism or self-plagiarism through 

anti-plagiarism software. 

11.2. When a manuscript is deemed original and of sufficient quality, it will be forwarded 

to reviewers designated by the Associate Editor, who are qualified ad hoc consultants. 

11.3. At all stages of the evaluation process, the following aspects will be considered: 

compliance with regulatory provisions, adherence of the topic to the current scope of 

the Sanitary and Environmental Engineering Journal, adequacy of the title, abstract, and 

keywords, logical structure, originality, and overall quality of the contribution. 

11.4. Based on the Editors’ and reviewers’ analyses, manuscripts will be classified into 

one of the following categories: 

• Accepted 

• Revisions required (major or minor) 

• Rejected 

11.5. When a manuscript receives the classification “Revisions required”, the authors 

must revise the text according to the reviewers’ and/or Associate Editor’s 

recommendations. Upon resubmission through the SciELO ScholarOne system 

(https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/esa-scielo), the revised manuscript must: 

• Be submitted in “.doc” or “.docx” format with tracked changes enabled (using 

MS Word change control tools). 

• Avoid the use of text boxes, comments, or annotations outside of tracked 

changes. 

• Be accompanied by a separate document with detailed responses to all 

reviewers’ and/or Editor’s comments, either uploaded as an attachment or 

submitted in the designated response area of the SciELO ScholarOne system. 

 

12. Communication to authors 

https://mc04.manuscriptcentral.com/esa-scielo
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The corresponding author will be notified of the evaluation outcome. In the case of 

rejection, the author will receive the appropriate justification(s). 

 

13. Number of authors 

The number of authors per manuscript is limited to ten. Requests to exceed this limit 

must be justified and submitted in advance by e-mail to esa@abes-dn.org.br for editorial 

consideration. 

 

14. Responsibilities and Rights 

The content of the manuscripts is the sole responsibility of the author(s), who declare 

that they assume full accountability for any third-party claims related to copyright or 

intellectual property conflicts, thereby exempting the Brazilian Journal of Sanitary and 

Environmental Engineering and its Editors from any liability. 

By submitting a manuscript, the authors automatically transfer the rights of 

reproduction and/or publication to Brazilian Journal of Sanitary and Environmental 

Engineering. 

Any omitted cases will be resolved at the discretion of the journal’s Editors.  


